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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy and successful few weeks at Havelock, 

with pupils continuing to demonstrate our school values through 

their hard work, positive attitudes and enthusiasm for learning. It 

has been wonderful to see children engaging in their learning and 

making the most of the opportunities available to them both inside 

and outside the classroom.

One of the highlights of the term so far has been the launch of our 

OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) programme. The children have 

embraced the new opportunities with excitement and enthusiasm, 

enjoying a wider range of creative, active and imaginative play 

experiences during lunchtime. It has been fantastic to see pupils 

working together, developing friendships, solving problems and 

using their imaginations in new ways.

We are looking forward to continuing our OPAL journey and 

expanding the opportunities available to our children. If you are 

able to support us with donations of suitable resources, please see 

the information later in this newsletter. Your generosity will help us 

provide even more engaging play experiences for our pupils.

As always, thank you for your continued support. Working together 

enables us to provide the very best opportunities for every child at 

Havelock.

Kind regards,

Ms Chhina 
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2026 – 2027 Attendance at Havelock

Remember, good attendance is over 96%! 

Below are the figures for the last term for all classes.

Congratulations to:

1Malik, 3Dukseyeh and  6Foreman for 100% 

attendance 
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Havelock is a Rights Respecting 

School
Article of the week: 

Reflection:

• How does your child show kindness and respect to 

people who may be different from them?

• Why is it important to learn about the achievements 

and experiences of people from different cultures and 

backgrounds?

• What conversations could you have at home about 
fairness, inclusion and treating others equally?

• How can we work together to ensure everyone in our 

school community feels welcomed, valued and 
respected?

Article 2 says that every child has the 

right to be treated fairly and equally, 

without discrimination. As we celebrate 

Black History Month, we reflect on the 

importance of valuing diversity, 

challenging discrimination and ensuring 

everyone feels respected, included and 

heard within our school community.
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EYFS – Reception

Reception have been learning about themselves in our 

unit "All About Me". They have been using our literacy 

text 'You Choose' to help them talk confidently about 

their family, home, pets, holidays, interests...

The children have 

made a great start 

using their family 

pictures to create 

and design a photo 

frame or their own 

house.

The children have an 

opportunity to talk 

about what they 

created and how to 

inspire their friends.
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ARP 1 and 2

ARP 1 have been 

learning to use 

the correct 

pronouns and 

identify whether 

he or she should 

be used in a 

sentence. 

ARP 2 have been learning to use adjectives to describe 

characters in our topic story. The children have enjoyed 

exploring different describing words and using them to 

talk about and describe characters.
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English – Year 2 

In Year 2, the children have been learning how to write a diary 
entry based on the text Claude in the City. They have explored the 
key features of a diary, including writing in the first person, using 
the past tense, and incorporating conjunctions such as because, so 

and when to extend their ideas and add detail.

The children have also developed their vocabulary by exploring 
ambitious and descriptive language linked to the story. Through 

discussion, role play and drama activities, they have considered the 
main character’s thoughts, feelings and experiences at different 

points in the text. These activities have helped them to understand 
the character more deeply and have enabled them to write 
thoughtful and engaging diary entries with greater detail, 

confidence and independence. They are now beginning to explain 
events clearly, justify their ideas and write from a character’s 

perspective using a range of sentence structures.
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English – Year 5

This week, Year 5 have been working hard on their independent  
writing, creating a descriptive narrative based on the animation 

The Ruin. They have worked to engage the reader by using a 
range of writing techniques and features, including expanded 
noun phrases, ambitious vocabulary, figurative language and 

varied sentence structures. The children have focused on 
creating atmosphere and suspense through detailed 

descriptions of settings and characters, while also ensuring 
their writing is well organised and cohesive. Have a look at 

some of their work below.
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Maths – Year 3 

This week, Year 3 pupils have been learning how to 
represent three-digit multiples of 10 in different 

ways. Using their knowledge of hundreds, tens and 
ones, pupils explored how numbers can be composed 

and partitioned, such as showing 150 as 1 hundred and 
5 tens or 15 tens. They also compared numbers using 
the symbols <, > and =, explaining their reasoning and 

identifying equivalent amounts.
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Maths – Year 6

This week, Year 6 pupils have been exploring additive and 

multiplicative structures using Cuisenaire rods to deepen 

their mathematical understanding. Through practical 

activities, pupils investigated the terms composed and 

equivalent, helping them to recognise relationships 

between numbers and representations. Over the coming 

weeks, we will be applying this understanding to a range of 

word problems, enabling pupils to reason explain their 

thinking with increasing confidence.
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OPAL has arrived at Havelock!

We are excited to share that we have officially started our 

OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) journey this week. OPAL 

is all about creating exciting, imaginative and engaging play 

opportunities for children during lunchtimes, helping them 

develop creativity, resilience, teamwork and problem-

solving skills.

To help us build our OPAL resources, we would be very 

grateful for any donations of:
• Old toys and games (please ensure they are complete 

and in good working order)
• Clean cardboard boxes with all personal information 

removed
• World Book Day costumes that your child has outgrown

• Cardboard boxes (please make sure no personal 

information is on there for example, names, address)

• Board games

• Pots, pans and utensils

• Fabric suitcases

• Speaker

• Tennis balls

• Old smart phone (please wipe 
old data)
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OPAL

As OPAL encourages outdoor play in all weathers, please 

ensure your child has a waterproof raincoat and a pair of 

wellington boots in school so they can fully enjoy the 

activities throughout the year.

Thank you for your support as we transform playtimes at 

Havelock. We look forward to seeing the children make the 

most of these exciting new opportunities! 
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